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Amnesty Guideline

COMPETENCY RENEWALS
AND NEW FIREARM LICENCE
APPLICATIONS IN TERMS OF
THE FIREARM AMNESTY 2020 -
1st August 2020 to 31st January
2021: A GUIDELINE

The following information serves
as a guideline of what you ought
to take with you and what you
should expect when attending at
your relevant SAPS station.

PROCESS:

1. Make an appointment with the
Amnesty and/or Designated Fire-
arms Officer (DFO) at your local
SAPS station to attend to your
amnesty, Competency (if your
competency has expired) and
new licence application.

Either telephonically or by attend-
ing on your local station.

The Amnesty application is typic-
ally dealt with by an Amnesty Offi-
cial but could also be dealt with
by the DFO at the smaller stations.

You may also have to deal with the
SAPS 13 Official, whose function it
is to physically receive and book
in the surrendered firearm into
the SAPS 13 Register.

\-

2. Upon arrival at your local SAPS
station, identify yourself, the pur-
pose of your visit, and ask to see
the Amnesty Official / SAPS 13
Official / DFO with whom you
have an appointment.

3. You will have a full set of your
fingerprints taken by the DFO for
the competency renewal and/or
new licence application.

We suggest taking wet wipes with
you to clean your hands after the
process.

4. You will be asked to record
your firearm and/or application
and/or personal details into the
SAPS 13 register book at SAPS.

Kindly take a photograph of the
book as proof of submission of
your application.

5. An example of the SAPS Amnes-
ty form is on our website. You will
be provided with a numbered
Amnesty form at the station which
you will need to complete. The
numbered form provided by
the Station will replace the
example form.

6. Surrender your firearm, as this is
a condition of the amnesty.

You are not required to hand in
your firearm in a specific bag/
case.

1. The competency renewal and
new licence application will be
typically dealt with by the DFO.

8. Be courteous to all SAPS officials
as it will only improve your experi-
ence.

9. Do not worry if your DFO takes
apart your application bundle -
each station or DFO captures the
application/s in their own manner
— but do ensure that they have
received and accepted everything.

10. You will be directed to the
finance department where you will
make payment for your applica-
tion/s.

Ensure that you receive a receipt.

11. You will also receive an
Acknowledgement of Receipt of
Firearm Documentation form SAPS
523.

Continued on the next page...
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SAPS FORMS REQUIRED:

Amnesty form — SAPS 548 —isa
numbered form and supplied by
SAPS.

Surrender Form — SAPS 522 (a) — is
required for the surrender of the
firearm

Forfeiture From — SAPS 522 (b) —is
required for the forfeiture of the
firearm

Licence Application Form — SAPS
271 - is required for the new
licence application

Competency Renewal Form —
SAPS 517(g) — is required for the
renewal of competency certificate

All the above forms are available
on our website.

COST:

A competency renewal applica-
tion costs R70.

A new firearm licence application
costs R140 per application.

Payment in cash is required, and
we advise taking the exact
amount, if possible.

Further, ensure that you obtain a
receipt as proof of payment.

AMMUNITION:

You are legally obliged to hand
over your ammunition with the
surrender of your firearm, unless
you have a valid firearm licence
for another firearm which uses the
same ammunition.

You must provide at least one bul-

let with your firearm for ballistics
purposes.

o

WHAT TO BRING WITH YOU
ON THE DAY OF SUBMISSION:

* SAPS Application/s completed
for new licence, Competency and
Surrender forms — which forms
can be downloaded from SAGA’s
website

* Motivational letter/s for the new
licence application together with
supporting documents.

* Two passport-size colour photo-
graphs per application.

* Write your name and ID number
on the back of each photograph in
case your photographs become
separated from your application

* Firearm and ammunition

* Cash to pay for your applica-
tion/s

* Black pen

* ID book

* Original certificates if the copies
in your application have not al-
ready been certified previously

* Wet wipes

Make copies or scan all documen-
tation that you are taking to SAPS,
as the documentation can be lost
or mislaid, and its imperative that
you have a complete backup of
everything.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS:

Can someone submit the appli-
cation on my behalf?

No, you must submit the applica-
tion yourself, in person. No one
may submit the application or
firearm on your behalf.

Do I need to surrender my fire-
arm?

Yes, if you wish to make use of the
amnesty you MUST surrender
your firearm.

Is there risk involved with the
surrender of my firearm?

Please note that whilst the SAPS
are adamant and appear to have a
better and secure system in place,
there is always risk involved with
the surrender of firearms.

Must I surrender my firearm at
the same time that I submit my
amnesty application/s?

You are required to surrender
your firearm at the same time as
submitting your amnesty applica-
tion/s. However, if this is not pos-
sible for whatever reason, you
have 14 calendar days within
which to return to submit the new
licence application and compe-
tency (if your previous one
expired), although we recom-
mend submitting all at the same
time if possible.

May I complete SAPS documents
with a coloured pen or pencil?
You must sign all documentation
using a black pen, and no other
colour is acceptable, nor is a pen-
cil acceptable.

What is the procedure should I
not wish to apply for a new
licence and want to dispose of
the firearm?

Should you decide not to apply for
a new licence in terms of the
amnesty and want to dispose of
the firearm with an expired
licence, you are required to com-
plete the SAPS 522 (a) surrender
and SAPS 522 (b) forfeiture forms.

What about scopes and accesso-
ries?

We suggest that you remove all
accessories like scopes, mounts
and rings, rails, silencers and
even expensive stocks. You may
not damage the firearm and may
not remove bolts, slides, triggers,
etc. You do not have to surrender

magazines.
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Clay Target Shooting Association of South Africa

The Clay Target Shooting Associa-
tion of South Africa (CTSASA) is
the governing body for Clay Tar-
get Shooting in South Africa and
was established in 1954. CTSASA
has 40 registered clubs with just
under 1000 registered members.
Their professional administration
service is run by Executive Of-
ficer, Sarah Kalell - a highly expe-
rienced Clay Target Shooter with
a wealth of international experi-
ence. Their President, Orazio
Cremona, is also a highly experi-
enced Clay Target Shooter who
has represented South Africa on
numerous occasions. He is a well-
established businessman who
provides valuable leadership as
well as vital motivation and com-
mitment to members and the
sport.

New shooters should look at the
ATA or DTL Trap disciplines or
NSSA Skeet to start. The reason for
this is that ATA and DTL are the
foundation disciplines for the
more difficult disciplines of Olym-
pic Trap/Olympic Double-Trap
and Universal Trench; and NSSA
Skeet is the foundation discipline
for Olympic Skeet and the Sport-
ing disciplines.

If you are a keen bird shooter then
you should start with NSSA Skeet
because you will learn to shoot a
wider variety of targets compared
with ATA/DTL Trap.

Sporting Clays are those which
are thrown in an apparently ran-
dom manner, hence the wide vari-
ation of angles, trajectories and
size of targets. Our advice is not to

Qart on this discipline because it

requires more technique than
Trap and Skeet. However, if this
discipline appeals to you then we
strongly advise that you start
shooting Skeet from which you
will transition to Sporting Clays
much more easily and with great-
er skill.

One of the wonderful things about
Clay Target Shooting is that it is
NOT an equipment race. Yes, you
can spend lots of hard-earned
cash on very fancy shotguns with
beautiful engraving - but they
won't make you shoot that much
better. Depending on your budg-
et, you might even want to buy a
second hand shotgun. This is a
good idea in the beginning be-
cause many people change their
minds about which discipline they
will end up pursuing or, they
simply take it more seriously and
want to invest in a new shotgun.

Clay Target Shooting is best shot
with a 12 gauge over-and-under
shotgun. This is not to say that you
can't use a side-by-side. But, in
order to get the best out of the
sport, either an over-and-under or
a semi-automatic shotgun is best.
A semi-automatic
shotgun is great
for those who are
very young, very
old or for some-

recoil. Bear in mind that the fire-
arms legislation requires you to
be a Dedicated Sportshooter in
order to get a licence for a semi-
automatic shotgun.

Under Trap,
we shoot ATA
Trap, DTL
Trap and ATA
Trap Doubles. This generally re-
quires a longer barrelled shotgun
with tight chokes. The targets in
NSSA Skeet are set much closer
than in Trap. Therefore, the type
of shotgun used requires less
choke constriction and shorter
barrels.

Instead of opting for a specific
trap or skeet shotgun, a really
good "all-rounder" shotgun is a
28" barrel length for a lady and a
30" barrel length for a gentleman.
The stock should come with an
adjustable comb and the barrels
should be multi-choked. This co-
vers both Trap and Skeet targets
and as a bonus it can also work for
Sporting targets!

Clay busting delivers enjoyment
and satisfaction from the social
level right through to international
competitions. No matter what lev-
el you shoot - as long as you learn
and implement the correct safety
procedures and go and have a
great time on the shooting ranges!

The CTSASA is an Accredited
Sports Shooting Association and
supplies their members with a
Dedicated Membership Certifi-
cate to assist with their applica-
tions for firearm licences. In order
to qualify for this,
you need to be a
full member (club,
provincial associa-
i tion and the
CTSASA) and shoot
200 competition
targets each year.

Contact:

Sarah Kalell

Tel: 044-620-4178
Fax: 086-684-1973

Email: ctsasa@netactive.co.za
Web: www.ctsasa.co.za

PO Box 812, Great Brak River,
6525
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5 Tips to Safely Store Your Guns

Note from SAGA: This article
originates in the U.S.A. where
safekeeping and carry require-
ments are different to those here
in South Africa. The message of
the article remains sound and ap-
propriate.

Extracted from: https://
www.nrafamily.org/
articles/2020/8/10/5-tips-to-safely-
store-your-guns/

by Maureen P. Sangiorgio
10 August 2020

For as far back as I can remem-
ber, my father always stored a
shotgun in the hall closet. It was
on the top shelf, away from us
kids, nestled atop a bunch of win-
ter scarves. The hall closet was
located right next to my parents’
bedroom, so if he needed to get to
that shotgun quickly, he could do
it. I don’t recall the gauge, but I do
remember it was a pump-action
shotgun that he nicknamed “The
Attitude Adjuster.”

We were fortunate that we lived in
a safe neighborhood, so he never
had to adjust any attitudes.

Decades later during the COVID-
19 pandemic, millions of children
will be home for many hours for
distance or “virtual” learning. ....
parents are returning to work,
sometimes leaving older children
home alone.

“In this unprecedented time when
school-age children are spending
more time at home than ever
before, safely handling and
securely storing firearms when
not in use are the best ways to
help prevent accidents, thefts and
misuse,” says Joe Bartozzi, Presi-
dent & CEO of the National Shoot-
ing Sports Foundation (NSSF).

o

“Project ChildSafe’s gun safety
resources can help owners deter-
mine the best secure storage
device for their lifestyle.”

Project ChildSafe is a program of
the NSSF to promote firearm safe-
ty and education. For more infor-
mation, go to: https://
projectchildsafe.org/

Follow these five top tips to find
out the best ways to store your
firearms at home to keep your
family safe.

1. Be proactive. Your guns are
your responsibility. You are
responsible for making sure your
firearms are not accessible to any-
one but yourself ..... especially
curious children! With the excep-
tion of a concealed or openly car-
ried firearm in a secure holster,
you should always unload fire-
arms when they are not in use.
Depending upon your individual
situation, you might consider stor-
ing the ammo in a separate loca-
tion.

2. Think like a kid. When we
were little, my Dad stored most of
his firearms in locked cabinets
down in the basement. The key to
those cabinets was placed on top
of the cabinet, way out of our

reach. And as I mentioned earlier,
the “Attitude Adjuster” shotgun
was stored on the top shelf of a
closet. Notice a pattern here? If
you have small children, store
your firearms in locations inacces-
sible to them.

But remember your own child-
hood and how resourceful kids
can be! Make sure they cannot use
a chair, step ladder, etc. to access
the firearms. Most importantly, be
sure to tell them that their friends
are forbidden from looking for
firearms in your house.

3. Explore your options. Trigger
locks are a simple and affordable
option for preventing a gun from
being loaded or fired by an unau-
thorized user. A trigger shoe
clamps down around the trigger
to prevent the trigger from being
squeezed. Most new guns pur-
chased today come with a trigger
lock right in the box.

Cable locks block the action of the
firearm, preventing the action of
rifles and shotguns from being
closed. When used with a pistol, a
cable lock prevents the magazine
from being loaded into the grip.

Gun cases come in a wide variety
of shapes, sizes and price ranges.

/
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Most soft and hard cases can be
locked with a padlock through the
zipper pull or carry handle. Note:
While a locked gun case should
keep little hands off the gun, they
are my least favorite in terms of
security because someone can
break in to your house/car, and
steal both the gun and the case in
a minute.

Strong boxes and security cases
are available at most sporting
goods stores and big-box home
goods stores. Their prices range
depending on how techy you pre-
fer their locking mechanism to be
(some have a fingerprint reader).
These units are my favorite for my
pistols, because they are inexpen-
sive and give me quick access to
my firearms in a defensive situa-
tion.

Locking gun cabinets are the next
level up when it comes to safely
storing guns, especially if they are
made of thick, heavy-duty steel.
They come in a variety of sizes,
and are not too heavy, making
them versatile to carry up or down
steps (with the help of a friend).
You can pop one in your bedroom
(for every day security), and
bring a second one in the base-
ment (for your hunting rifles/
shotguns). Just keep in mind that if
you and a buddy can carry them
in, a burglar and his buddy can
carry them out, so be sure to at-
tach the cabinet to a wall or the
floor.

Gun safes are the most secure gun
storage option. Even the least ex-
pensive safe is superior to any
other storage option in preventing
unauthorized access to firearms.
The weight of the safe, the heavy-
gauge steel of the outer box, the
complex locking mechanism and
the option to bolt the safe directly

\_

to a concrete slab, all combine to
frustrate would-be burglars.

Note from SAGA: In South Africa we
are obliged by law to keep our
firearms in a safe. We may not use
a gun case, strong box, security
case or gun cabinet.

4. Put on your teacher’s cap.
When they are old enough, make
sure your children are aware and
understand the safety guidelines
concerning firearms. Most chil-
dren are at this point when they
demonstrate good behavior, rea-
soning and self-control when you
show them your guns, or other
dangerous items, such as knives.

Drill in to them the following basic
safety tips, and ask your children
to repeat them back to you, word
for word. Repeat as often as nec-
essary:

** Always keep the muzzle of a
gun pointed in a safe direction.

** Always keep your finger off the
trigger until you are ready to
shoot

** Always keep the gun unloaded
until ready to fire

5. Teach them what to do if they
do find a gun. Teach your chil-
dren NRA's Eddie Eagle Gun Safe
mantra, which is, "If you see a
gun, STOP! DON'T TOUCH! LEAVE
THE AREA! TELL AN ADULT."
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How to Avoid Slide Bite

By Jeff Johnston
6 August 2020

It’s like a horror flick, and it hap-
pens almost daily on every busy
range in America. It’s like when
the girl in the nightgown wakes up
to a strange noise outside her win-
dow. Instead of calling the cops,
she wanders outside to look
around. Meanwhile, you, the view-
er, can see the moon’s reflection
off Count Dracula’s fangs as he
hides in the shadows. The creepy
music starts, and you know exact-
ly what’s going to happen

next. It’s the same thing when a
veteran shooter sees a novice
gripping a semi-automatic hand-
gun incorrectly by placing a por-
tion of the hand behind and above
the gun’s slide.You can see it
coming from a mile away—usually
from the other side of the plexi-
glass partition at the local gun
range—but you rarely have time
to stop it. Moments later the shoot-
er fires and is frightened as he
looks at his hand then shakes it
while mouthing the word “Ouch!”

He’s just received a slide bite,
which is a little cut on the web of
the hand between the thumb and
forefinger that’s caused by the
sharp metal edge of the slide as it
recoils rearward. Luckily, it’s not a
bad injury—it’s like a nasty paper
cut—Dbut it does serve as a poign-
ant reminder to always grip the
gun properly even as the majority
of your concentration is focused
on the sights and target.

While some people might think
slide bite is a product of human
anatomy combined with oddball
gun design, it’s not. Fact is, human
hands are very similar in shape,

as are the grip designs of the vast
majority of handguns. To prevent
slide bite, one must simply grip
the handgun properly. Many new
shooters just don’t know any bet-
ter. If you don’t wish to be the un-
witting victim of slide bite, simply
heed the following advice.

Currently, only a small fraction of
handgun instructors advocate
wrapping the left thumb of the
support hand around the back
strap (the lower portion of the
thumb) of their right hand when
shooting a revolver. While this
technique may give the right wrist
a little more support while also
keeping the left thumb handy to
cock a revolver, it doesn’t trans-
late well to semiautos. That’s be-
cause this grip often places the
left thumb higher than the bottom
of a semiauto's slide as it recoils.
When contact is made, the slide
often cuts the hand. So while some
people simply don’t know any
better, some shooters mistakenly
use their revolver grip while
shooting a semiauto.

To avoid slide bite, first grip the
handgun sturdily with your right
hand (if you are right-handed).
Keep your trigger finger on the
frame of the gun and off of the
trigger. Grip the firearm as high

on the backstrap as possible with-
out encroaching into the slide’s
rearward path. (Most guns have a
bobtail that prevents this, but to
check clearance if you are unsure,
rack the slide back while main-
taining the grip. If it strikes your
hand, your grip is too high.)

Next, incorporate your left hand
into the grip by first moving your
right thumb up and out of the way.
This will expose most of the left
side of the grip panel. Now, point
your left thumb toward the target,
and try to fit the meatiest part of
your left palm (the thumb muscle)
on as much of the grip panel as
possible. When you’ve done it
correctly, your left thumb will
point toward the target along the
frame of the gun. Now, lower your
right thumb down until it’s parallel
to and resting on top of your left
thumb so that both thumbs now
point toward the target alongside
the same side of the frame. This
modern semiauto handgun grip is
superior to old grips in terms of
speed, control and accuracy. It
will also inherently prevent slide
bite, because there will be no part
of either hand behind the slide
and high enough to get bitten.

No longer will you be the soon-to-
be eaten character in the horror
show that is slide bite, but rather,
a member of the audience who
gasps as another unwitting victim
gets the fang.

https://www.nrafamily.org/
articles/2020/8/6/how-to-avoid-
slide-bite/

Watch this space ...for more interesting firearm snippets
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2A Taste Test: 6 Second Amendment-Friendly Coffees

https://www.nrafamily.org/
articles/2020/8/14/2a-taste-test-6-
second-amendment-friendly-
coffees/?utm_source=newsletter
&utm_medium=insider&utm_camp
aign=0820

by Frank Melloni
Friday, August 14, 2020

If we had to pinpoint the exact
moment Second Amendment cof-
fee companies were born, [ would
have to say it was when that big
coffee chain (you know the one)
took a hard stance against open
carry and asked us to leave our
guns at home. Well, with that
statement dozens of competitors
were born, all of whom support
the Right to Keep and Bear Arms.
Today, we’re running a taste test
on six Second Amendment-
friendly brews to perk up your
morning.

1. Filthy Pirate

Filthy Pirate is one of the newest
players in the game and, like any
veteran-owned company, they
deserve a spot in this round-up.
Their success has been so over-
whelming that they have opened a
walk-in establishment right in
their hometown of Tuson. Thanks
to the Arizona heat, their most
popular offering is the cold brew.

liked that it came in six individual
bags instead of one big one, as
this allows you to brew it in small

kquantities or adjust strength to

individual tastes. The recom-
mended dosage yielded a prod-
uct that was about as dark as iced
tea. I found it to perfect just the
way it was on the 85-degree day
that we drank it. The brew itself
was very refreshing as initially it
cleanses the palate like an iced
tea and then the flavor profile
starts to develop at the edges of
the tongue before it fills in. Need-
less to say, this brew did not last
long in our house.

2. Operator Coffee

Operator Coffee is another veter-
an-owned coffee company. My
first exposure to this brand was
during their 2019 Try & Buy event.
A portion of the proceeds of each
bag of coffee goes towards
SOWW (Special Operations
Wounded Warriors), making it
easy to click the buy button. We
tried four different roasts from
OC, each with its unique strength
and tasting notes.

Roast 22 is their medium blend,
with the moniker referencing the
average number of veterans who
are lost to suicide every day. It’s a
reminder that grabbing a cup of
coffee and calling someone who
you suspect needs an ear can
make all the difference. The
grinds were of a good, coarse
consistency, making it ideal for a
French press or a campfire perco-
lator. We found it to be a good all-
around coffee with a powerful
message.

The SWAT and Trident roasts offer
a step up or down in strength with
a traditional profile to their re-
spective target tastes. SWAT had a
more intense flavor, hitting the
front of your mouth first. While the
company claims notes of choco-
late, roasted nuts and berries, the
flavor is so intense it's hard to pick
out any one of these in abun-
dance. This indicates the perfect
balance of all of these flavor notes
leaving you with a lot going on.

Breacher’s blend is exactly what
you would think. It is their darkest
roast and yields a remarkably full-
bodied cup of joe, delivering most
of its flavor to the back of the pal-
ate. This quickly became my go-to
for late-night cigars on the porch.
https://operatorcoffee.com/

3. Hunter’s Blend

Second Amendment coffee is most
often associated with the military
and the tactical minded, but what
about those who just enjoy an ex-
tended sit in the frozen-foods sec-
tion? Hunter’s Blend is owned by a
trio of active sportsmen who seek
to uplift local farmers and do their
part to conserve the environment.
We were lucky enough to sample
both their Original and their Black
Powder blend for this evaluation.
The Original is exactly what you
would expect, just a good bal-
anced blend perfect for any time
of day. It had the punch to wake
you up, without making you so
jittery that you’d miss your shot on
that early-morning trophy buck.

The Black Powder blend was
more like double-based nitro
smokeless and got things up and
running in a hurry. Thisblend is a
great option if you need to stay up
late enough howling at the moon
to see what decides to howl back.
It was exceptionally rich, yet
smooth—and was likely the most
aesthetically pleasing grind that
we set eyes on during our testing.
https://
www.huntersblendcoffee.com

4. CMMG Coffee

Yep, the same folks responsible
for high-end firearms now deliver
high-end coffee. CMMG is no
stranger to food products. They
currently offer Tactical Bacon and
Tactical Beef sticks...so coffee just
made sense as the next logical
range refreshment. The three
blends that they came up with

were Safe, Semi-Auto and Full- /
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Auto. The clever names are easy
to decipher as Safe is the light
blend, Semi is the medium, and
Full is, well, full. We found that the
Full-Auto had the taste that you
would expect from a dark roast,
however it did come with a touch
of bitterness in the finish. Semi-
Auto and Safe follow the same
flavor profiles just dialed up or
down. Each one delivered the
intensity that you would expect
and displayed a fine balance of
smoothness to bitterness. Hope-
fully next year they come out with
Tactical Hash Browns and you’ll
have yourself a complete break-
fast! CMMG Provisions

5. EDC Coffee

EDC Coffee boldly supports law
enforcement and the concealed
carry community. We liked that
they had some of the rarest blends
on the market, to include a Kona
and a Jamaican Blue. To keep the
playing field level we kept to their
standard brews which included
the Tanto, Slip Joint and Drop
Point Blends. Drop point compris-
es the company’s medium roast; it
was very light in color and excep-
tionally smooth.

Next, we sampled the Tanto,
which we opted for in the coffee
pod format. I found these to be
flavorful and “punchy” even at the
10 oz. setting on my coffee maker.
They earned a lot of points here
because K-Cup style coffee is
rarely ever as strong as I want it to
be (or maybe I just have some
problems).

Also in our sample kit was a 2-oz.
pack of Slip-Joint. This brew is
intended for an espresso machine,
but it brewed quite well in my no-
name drip machine. The flavor
was on par with any other espres-
so blend we sampled during this
evaluation, and we appreciated
the option of trying a small sample
before committing to a full-sized
bag. https://edccoffeeco.com/

6. Black Rifle Coffee

Our last brand is likely the best
known of the batch, and has a
tremendous industry presence
both through their social media
outlets and their publication
“Coffee or Die.” Yes, from humble
beginnings with just one offering,
The Black Rifle Coffee Company
now has dozens of different

blends and a handy subscription
option to help keep the go-juice
flowing.

We started our flight with the Sup-
pressor Smooth blend which lived
up to its name and didn't produce
any bite at all. It makes a perfect
wake up blend as the citrus tones
get the mouth watering, alleviat-
ing even the worst case of morn-
ing dry-mouth.

Moving on to Black Beard’s De-
light we had a chance to experi-
ence the brilliant flavor of a 100
percent Brazilian roast. It engulfed
the palate with a bouquet of fla-
vors, yet didn’t finish with any
anticipated bite. We wrapped
things up with the AK espresso
roast. This extra full-flavored
grind hits the taste buds like 7.62
x 39 and finished strong, definite-
ly for the more advanced coffee
drinkers in the group. This offer-
ing is perfect if you are looking for
a cappuccino that doesn’t lose any
strength to its froth.

Please note this article does not
indicate SAGA’s support for any
coffee brand, it is just to provide
something related but different.
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How to Choose the Right Concealed Handgun Carry Position

by Brad Fitzpatrick
Wednesday, August 19, 2020

There’s a learning curve when it
comes to concealed carry, and
even though I've carried different
firearms over the years in differ-
ent holsters and in different posi-
tions I'm always seeking the best
carry combo for my own personal
use.

A firearm that is inaccessible is of
little value, and if your holster is
uncomfortable then there’s a good
chance you won'’t carry your pistol
every day. Here’s a look at five
key factors to consider when pur-
chasing a carry gun, holster, and
when finding the best carry posi-
tion for your personal defense
firearm.

Is The Gun Safe and Secure?

This should always be your prima-
ry concern. While most new CCW
permit holders focus on conceala-
bility and comfort, safety and se-
curity are the most critical factors
when choosing a carry setup. The
gun should fit snugly and securely
in the holster and should ride
close to your body (which is why
carrying loose in a pocket is gen-
erally a bad idea), and the firearm
should only exit the holster when
you intentionally draw. Be certain
that your firearm’s trigger is cov-
ered and that the holster holds the
gun securely in place in any posi-
tion. Always be certain your hol-
ster properly fits your specific
firearm.

Does the Holster Position Allow
You to Comfortably Sit, Stand
and Kneel?

Some carry positions severely
limit your range of motion and
impede natural movements. If
you’re constantly repositioning
the firearm throughout the day, or
are forced to keep your bodyin a
certain position you'll be uncom-
fortable...and there’s a good
chance you won’t carry the gun
every day.

Whether you opt to position your
firearm at the 3 o’clock position on
your hip, on the small of your
back or in the appendix position
in the front of the body, take the
time to determine which position
offers you the most comfort and
widest range of natural motion.

Is the Firearm Accessible?

This is critically important. A com-
fortable, secure carry position is
of little value if the firearm is lo-
cated where you’ll have to dig
through your outer garments to
reach the gun. This is an easy one
to test—with an unloaded firearm,
practice reaching for and drawing
the gun with the type of clothes
you’ll be wearing every day. The
best carry positions will allow you
to reach the firearm with either
hand should the need arise.

Is The Firearm Concealable?

If your firearm is positioned so
that it prints every time you move,
then you aren’t really concealing
your concealment gun. It's very
important to find a carry position
that allows you to carry year-

round, during the hottest summer
months and in the dead of winter.
Garment selection also plays a
role in concealability, and having
an open cover garment that works
with the ambient temperature is
essential for year-round carry. In
the warm months I've found that a
lightweight, breathable short-
sleeved shirt left unbuttoned
works particularly well with most
carry options, especially if the
shirt has a heavy hem (so it
doesn’t blow open in the wind)
and a “busy” pattern that disrupts
the outline of a carry gun.

Will a Single Carry Position/
Style Work for You?

Maybe not. For example, you may
find that an inside-the-waistband
(IWB) holster with the gun at the 3
o’clock position is best for times
when you’ll be on your feet during
the day, but that a crossdraw rig is
better when you are sitting or
driving. Ideally, you can find one
carry setup that checks every box
for your daily routine, but be pre-
pared to adjust as-needed so that
you have multiple options for cer-
tain circumstances.

https://www.nrafamily.org/
articles/2020/8/19/how-to-choose-
the-right-concealed-handgun-
carry-position/?
utm_source=newsletter&utm_medi
um=insider&utm_campaign=0820




